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K-9 RICO PASSES AWAY 
 
The Tigard Pol ice Department is  sad to share that K-9 Rico passed away recent ly ,  after 
nine years of  serv ice to the community. 
 
Rico celebrated his 10t h birthday ear l ier this year,  and due to 
his age,  he was expected to ret i re from pol ice work in July .  
However,  his health took a sudden turn for the worst and he 
died on Tuesday,  Apri l  7 .  
 
R ico arr ived at the Tigard Pol ice Department in Apri l  2017 as a 
15-month-old puppy. He completed 400 hours of training with 
the Oregon Pol ice Canine Associat ion and worked with two 
handlers over the course of his career,  Off icer Rivera (2017-
2020) and Off icer Suyama (2020-Present) .  
 
Over the course of his career,  Rico worked nearly 3,000 hours 
(2,965) searching for cr iminal  suspects,  art ic les of evidence, 
miss ing people or in training. He worked on more than 1 ,000 
(1 ,049) pol ice cal ls ,  including 392 tracks,  he found 121 art ic les of evidence,  completed 
116 bui lding searches and helped capture 114 cr iminal  suspects .  In addit ion to 
supporting Tigard patrol  of f icers ,  he also helped on pol ice cal ls  for neighboring 
agencies throughout his career. 
 
With K-9 Rico’s passing,  we now have two K-9s,  Cooper and Ranum. As of now, we plan 
to continue support ing patrol  operat ions with our two K-9s and do not plan on replacing 
Rico. 
 
His personal i ty,  energy,  love for playt ime, devotion to his handlers and connect ion with 
the Tigard community wi l l  be deeply missed. A video of K-9 Rico over the years is 
avai lable here:  https://youtu.be/6hHUZgozi7I.  
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