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UPCOMING DISTRACTING DRIVING ENFORCEMENT 
 
Apri l  is  Distracted Driv ing Awareness Month,  and Tigard Pol ice off icers wi l l  be joining 
other agencies throughout the region to conduct special  enforcements throughout the 
month. 
 
Running from Apri l  1 – Apri l  30,  off icers wi l l  be focusing on stopping drivers who are 
distracted behind the wheel ,  with the goal of providing educat ion and changing 
behavior to lead to safer roadways for al l  of  us. This special  enforcement is part of 
NHTSA’s Put the Phone Away or Pay campaign; a nat ional  high-vis ibi l i ty enforcement 
campaign. 
 
Distracted dr iv ing is any act iv i ty that takes the driver ’s  attent ion off  the road. According 
to the National  Highway Traff ic Safety Administrat ion (NHTSA), the most prevalent form 
of distracted driv ing is  text ing and cel l  phone use.  Text ing whi le dr iv ing is  i l legal  in 49 
states,  and handheld phone use is  prohibi ted whi le dr iv ing in 30 states.  
 
According to NHTSA, 3,275 people died in crashes involv ing distracted dr iv ing in the 
U.S.  in 2023 alone, whi le more than 324,000 people were hurt .  
 
I f  you’re struggl ing to avoid using your phone whi le you drive,  put your ‘do not disturb’  
sett ing on, or put your phone in the trunk or back seat before you begin your tr ip .   
 
Members of the Tigard Pol ice Traf f ic Safety Unit  conduct traf f ic safety missions 
throughout the year,  focused on a var iety of  traff ic safety issues,  including seat bel ts ,  
car seats ,  speeding, dr iv ing impaired,  distracted dr iv ing and pedestr ian safety.  These 
miss ions are made possible thanks to federal  grants f rom NHTSA, administered by the 
Oregon Department of Transportat ion and Oregon Impact. 
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