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UPCOMING DISTRACTING DRIVING ENFORCEMENT

April is Distracted Driving Awareness Month, and Tigard Police officers will be joining
other agencies throughout the region to conduct special enforcements throughout the
month.

Running from April 1T — April 30, officers will be focusing on stopping drivers who are
distracted behind the wheel, with the goal of providing education and changing
behavior to lead to safer roadways for all of us. This special enforcement is part of
NHTSA’s Put the Phone Away or Pay campaign; a national high-visibility enforcement
campaign.

Distracted driving is any activity that takes the driver’s attention off the road. According
to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), the most prevalent form
of distracted driving is texting and cell phone use. Texting while driving is illegal in 49
states, and handheld phone use is prohibited while driving in 30 states.

According to NHTSA, 3,275 people died in crashes involving distracted driving in the
U.S. in 2023 alone, while more than 324,000 people were hurt.

If you're struggling to avoid using your phone while you drive, put your ‘do not disturb’
setting on, or put your phone in the trunk or back seat before you begin your trip.

Members of the Tigard Police Traffic Safety Unit conduct traffic safety missions
throughout the year, focused on a variety of traffic safety issues, including seat belts,
car seats, speeding, driving impaired, distracted driving and pedestrian safety. These
missions are made possible thanks to federal grants from NHTSA, administered by the
Oregon Department of Transportation and Oregon Impact.

#H#H#

Page 10f 1



