
What is Safe Routes to School (SRTS)?
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) supports a new old idea: the healthiest way for kids to get to school is to walk or bike there safely.  

Walkable neighborhoods are strong neighborhoods. Driving to the neighborhood school is sometimes the only option. But driving 
to school creates congestion, carbon emissions and parking challenges, and keeps children from exercising their bodies and minds. 
SRTS is a framework for parents to join with teachers, school administrators and city officials to encourage active transportation to 
and from school.  

»     SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT & ACTION PLANS 
The city will work with school and District staff to develop Action Plans   
that identify engineering improvements and key issues that can be  
overcome with SRTS programming.

»     OUTREACH MATERIALS 
SRTS brochure, website information, and safety tips for parents will  
highlight the benefits of walking and biking and invite families to  
participate in activities.

»     PARENT EDUCATION 
Trainings will get parents involved in Walk & Roll to School Day,  
Walking School Buses, incentives campaigns, and other activities.

»     STUDENT EDUCATION 
Students will learn the rules of the road through Neighborhood  
Navigators pedestrian safety education for 3rd grade  
students and bike rodeos for 5th grade students.

»     FAMILY BIKE FESTIVAL 
All Tigard residents will be invited to an annual family bike  
safety festival, which will offer classes, bike repair, helmet fitting,  
and fun opportunities for families to practice biking together.

For more information, contact Kenny Asher  
City of Tigard Community Development Director  |  503.718.2443   |   kennya@tigard-or.gov
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Reduce the number of driving 
trips to schools.

Improve safety for students and 
their families.

Educate families about how to 
walk and bicycle safely and the 
benefits of active modes. 

Improve traffic safety and 
circulation around schools.

Identify champions to build the 
program and sustain activities.

Safe Routes to School (SRTS) helps people of all ages and abilities enjoy healthy, 

interconnected lives by making it easier, safer and more fun to walk & bike.
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GOALS
Reduce the number of driving trips 
to schools.

Educate families about the benefits 
of active transportation.

Improve traffic safety and 
circulation around schools.

Identify champions to build the 
program and sustain activities.
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physical activity
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Within one generation, the percentage of 

children walking or bicycling to school has 

dropped precipitously.1 

Roads near schools are congested, 
decreasing safety and air quality
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The pilot Tigard SRTS Program will model how a City and 

School District partnership can build school and parent 

volunteer capacity to encourage walking and bicycling.

38% of CO2 emissions in Oregon stem from transportation, 

primarily from cars and trucks. 4

44% of students in Tigard live within a half-mile of their school. 5

85% of the City of Tigard is within a mile of a school.

SRTS education and encouragement programs can result in a 25 

percent relative increase in walking and bicycling over five years. 6
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The Tigard-Tualatin School District has 12,512 students. Of 

these, 22% of their students are English language learners and 

37% are economically disadvantaged. 7

Families with incomes under $50,000 per year spend an average 

of 30% of their budget on transportation.8

The fatality rate for bicyclists is 23% higher for Hispanic than 

white bicyclists and 30% higher for African American than white 

bicyclists. 8

Children and adolescents should have 60 minutes 

(1 hour) or more of physical activity daily. 2 

Nationwide, parents’ concerns over safety and 

traffic deter 40% of students from walking or 

biking to school. SRTS addresses these concerns 

through education, encouragement, law 

enforcement, and engineering improvements. 3 
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