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CITY OF TIGARD, OREGON 
 TIGARD CITY COUNCIL 

ORDINANCE NO. 16-  
 
AN AUTHORIZATION ORDINANCE TO ALLOW SUPPORT FOR SITING OF A NEW 
HIGH-CAPACITY TRANSIT CORRIDOR FOR LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT SERVICE WHICH 
INCLUDES DOWNTOWN TIGARD, RELATED AMENDMENTS TO THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND LAND USE REGULATIONS, PROVIDING REQUIRED 
INFORMATION AND OTHER ACTIONS. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Tigard City Charter, Section 53A. includes a policy that requires the City to 
oppose the construction of a new high-capacity transit corridor within the City boundary unless 
voter approval is first obtained; and 
 
WHEREAS, an extension of light rail transit service to and within the City of Tigard is being 
considered and such light rail extension constitutes a new high-capacity transit corridor under 
Section 53A. of the Tigard City Charter; and 
 
WHEREAS, voter approval of an authorization ordinance (under City of Tigard Charter Section 53) 
allowing the City to support the proposed light rail extension will substantially facilitate the 
development and construction of the light rail extension; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Tigard City Charter Section 53C. provides that the City may not amend its 
comprehensive plan or land use regulations to accommodate a new high-capacity transit corridor 
project unless the project has first received voter approval of an authorization ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, changes to City of Tigard land use regulations are required to accommodate the  
proposed light rail extension to the City of Tigard, including downtown Tigard; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Tigard City Council desires to refer the authorization ordinance required under  
Charter Section 53C. to the voters of the City of Tigard for voter approval on November 8, 2016. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF TIGARD ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1:  A City of Tigard ordinance is hereby created as provided as follows: 
 
NEW HIGH-CAPACITY TRANSIT CORRIDOR AUTHORIZATION ORDINANCE 
 
SECTION A.  City of Tigard support for a new high-capacity transit corridor in the City of 

Tigard boundary, including downtown Tigard, is allowed.  The City shall 
send letters notifying the public officials listed in City Charter Section 53D. 
of this support.  
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SECTION B.  The City of Tigard is authorized to make changes to the comprehensive plan 

and land use regulations to allow: (I) light rail to cross wetlands with proper 
mitigation protecting natural areas, habitat, and water quality; and (II) a light 
rail maintenance facility to be sited in specified industrial zones. 

 
SECTION C.  The following describes aspects of the new high-capacity transit corridor 

project, which would extend light rail service to the City of Tigard, including 
downtown Tigard (“Project”) as required by City of Tigard City Charter, 
Section 53C.: 

 
1. Road Capacity: The total change in road capacity as a result of the new 

high-capacity transit corridor is described in the attached Appendix A 
and incorporated herein by reference. 

 
2. Housing Density: Increases in housing density are not required to site or 

otherwise accommodate a new high-capacity transit corridor.   
 

3. Land Use Regulations and Comprehensive Plan: Changes anticipated to 
be proposed to land use regulations or the comprehensive plan to 
accommodate light rail are limited to: (I) allowing light rail to cross 
wetlands with proper mitigation protecting natural areas, habitat, and 
water quality; and (II) allowing a light rail maintenance facility to be sited 
in specified industrial zones. 

 
4. Projected Public Cost: the current projected public cost of the entire 

Project is $2.4-2.8 billion. No new or increase in City of Tigard fees or 
taxes is proposed for the light rail project under Tigard City Charter 
Section 52. 

 
SECTION D. The information in this Authorization Ordinance is based on (I) information 

and data available at the time the Authorization Ordinance is referred to the 
voters by the City of Tigard Council and (II) the light rail corridor project 
options sanctioned by the Southwest Corridor Steering Committee at the 
time the Authorization Ordinance is referred to the voters by the City of 
Tigard Council.  

 
SECTION 2:  The City Council of the City of Tigard finds that this Authorization 

Ordinance satisfies the requirements of Tigard City Charter Section 53 and 
Ordinance ______. 

 
SECTION 3:  The sections, subsections, paragraphs and clauses of this ordinance are 

severable. The invalidity of one section, subsection, paragraph or clause shall 
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not affect the validity of the remaining sections, subsections, paragraphs and 
clauses. 

 
SECTION 4:  This ordinance shall be effective upon certification by the County Elections 

official that it has received voter approval at an election conducted on 
November 8, 2016. 

 
 
PASSED:  By _____ vote of all Council members present after being read by number 

and title only, this ________day of____, 2016. 
 
 
      _________________________________________ 

Carol A. Krager, City Recorder 
 
APPROVED:  By Tigard City Council this _____ day of _____ , 2016. 
 
      __________________________________________ 

John L. Cook, Mayor 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
___________________________________ 
City Attorney 
___________________________________ 
Date 
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APPENDIX A 

Roadway Capacity Reduction Analysis  
June 20, 2016 
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